
August 24, 2020

Middlebury Select Board

Dear Middlebury Select Board,

I am writing in reference to the discussion about the crosswalk on Court St at Mary Hogan North.  I use 
this crosswalk frequently, and apparently I am far from alone, in that I see in Infrastructure Committee 
Agenda Notes from Dan Werner that “I did ask Chief Hanley for his Department’s perspective. He 
reports 'regular use from single and multiple pedestrians, parents with strollers, residents under 
clinician care from 15 Court Street and the Charter House Shelter.'”

I am very opposed to removing this crosswalk in favor of a protected pedestrian signal at Cross St.  I 
can tell you that the protected pedestrian signal at Court Square is very frustrating to pedestrians and 
vehicles alike.  It takes way too long to change; half the time, after I have pushed the button, the 
northbound traffic actually stops and then goes again before both directions then stop for the pedestrian 
cycle.  When I am walking, if I press it, it is too frustrating to wait for the pedestrian cycle, and 
generally there is a gap in the traffic, such that I almost always give up and cross before the protected 
crossing comes around.  This no doubt leaves the vehicles frustrated at being stopped all directions 
with no one there.  

I don't disagree that the arms over the street at MHN are no longer seen.  However, I would suggest a 
push-button rapid flashing beacon (RFB) such as been installed at the east end of the Cross St bridge, at 
the Middlebury Inn, and other locations.  Those work very well.  I am glad to hear there will be one at 
Creek Road as well.  

Pedestrians are not going to walk an extra block (two extra blocks if you count coming back) to cross at 
a frustrating signal that takes forever.  They are going to jaywalk all along Court St between Court 
Square and Cross St, making crossing less safe for pedestrians and setting us up for another fatality.

All this said, if a protected pedestrian crosswalk at Cross St would make crossing there safer for school 
children who are coming from Cross St, then it should be done.  I don't see why, as the Infrastructure 
minutes suggest, there could not be both, in a pedestrian-friendly town.  It makes no sense to make one 
intersection safer at the expense of another.  We should make them both safer.  At school times, traffic 
along Court St does move slowly – which it should.  Frankly, much of the traffic at school times is 
parents taking their children to and from school because they are afraid for them to walk.  Increasing 
safety at both intersections can only be to the good.  

Sincerely yours,
Dorothy Mammen
Middlebury, VT


